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In 1¢52, the Generaldirekiion Schiffabrt {Directorate fenersl, Shipping}
executed building work on waterways to improve traffic and hydrologlcal
conditions. Bank reinforcement work was improved, for example, on the

River Elbe near Pirna~Poste, where the navigsble channel was very narrow

and passed close te the right-band bank and where the road near the bank

was affected by the scours thet had formed at the foot of the slope of

the bank. Another dangerous point was the Firna road bridge which wus
seversl hundred meters downstream apd was dangerous becausge, at lov water, vessels
nad to change course in the channel at short distance from the bridge. The
stretch between river kilometer marker 30.% and 33.L was given copings and
low overfalls to protect the outer arch, and scours were filled wp with
gravel and stones which came from dredgings obtained by widening the navigable
shannel. The work was scheduled to be contipued in 1%52.

Since the bottom of the Elbe River near the Torgau Bridge, where *he depth
waz rather shallow, was rocky and,since the fall of The water was rather
heavy aud made passage difficult, the tips of the rocks had to he blasted
and the right-hand bridge opesning hed to be cleared of ruins to deepen

the channel, thus making two thoroughfares available at high water. level.

. As the distances between opposite groines between kilometer marker 267 and

270 nesr Bramback or the Elbe River did not conform with preseribed standards
and caused scours and sand banks resulting in short crossings, the groines
were lengthened or shortened to regulate the low wster and the scours were
T1lled and the river wes given a better course by dredging the stone deposits.
Head tvimbers hgd 'to be added later to complete the still rough construction.

In 1935 and 1936, the distance between opposite groines on the Elbe River
petween kilometer marker 334 and 34k was narrowed from 170 to 145 meters to
jmprove the low vater conditions in an effort to establish = water dentl of
2 meters for 1,000-ton vessels between the descent capal near Wiegripp and
the Rothensee descent canal. Since, as a result of unfavorable geologlcal
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s0il eonditions, the hottor downriver the rociky stretch near MHagdeburg

by 0.5 meters, thus causing & dimlnishing of the water depth and a
wove intensive fall of the water, the bottor was strengthened with low
sverialls heilt of stone £i1lings. The grolres at kilemcter merker 419
near Sandau were either removed or lengthened to improve the course of
whe chamal,

uyxtensive channel dredgings were made on the Cder River in the border

ares near hatzdorf to obtain a water depth of 1.1 nmeters at mean low wsler

and daveped groines vere repaired. Slnce these measures proved insufficient

%o obtain satisfactory falrway conditions on the §er River, a plan vas drafed
in cooperation with Foland to establish the required depih of the U 'er River
aad erossriver soundings, btottom surveys, and measurenents of waterlevelis

and discharge guantities weres made by German and Folish agencies .~ [Lepair

of groim.s and dredging operstions created a watcr depth of 1.1 meters

betusen kilomeher rarker 542,5 and 615 at mean low water and a Tairwmy depth

-~ -

a7 1.30 swters between kilomeber narker 515 anpd 665,

Deedeing of the entrance to the Hchenssaten lock and repair of’ the Schwedb

Inek corsiderably improved shipping conditions on the Oder River and mace

it rossible for vessels going up the river to avoid stemming the current ou the
Oder and, independent ¢l dry @ecasons and low waters on the Oder Diver, to

pse the tohenssatens Friedrichsthal watesway. The sSchwedt Lock which has a

Iosk chamber of 69,5 by 10 meters can negotiate vessels ug to Groseplav-size.?

he Firow Cansly which was jmpassabls during the war because of damaged

tridpes and locks, had been repaired awd cleared of detris in 1952 and .
. be navigated westward as far as Heegermuehle lock by Finow-size vesseis.”
laree bridges would still have o Le reconditioned to make navigabtle the
on west of the Zerpen lock. This, howsver, was not yot planned for 1953,

The steanm engines and pumps of the Heuhsus pump station on the Nder-tpree
aal which were obsolete and uneconomical were replaced by two propeller-type
s, sach with a capacily of 3 cubic melers per second, driven by threephsse

srs,. They were needed to feed the summit level with water from the Spree 1

ispeiche iock on the Havel Viver was put info operation on 21 peceni
. had chamber locks of’ boulder walls resbing cn piles and hed a iengtn
tore, & usable widihk of 6.5 meters anu a depth above the upper sill
tors 8t mean iow weter o make possivle the elimination of the

k weich wes plammed to lower the water level by straightening and
onerations snd to improve the hydrological conditions. The Neustadt -
ek was seheduied to be completed in 1953, The entrance to the Stoer
on the fusritz-flde Waterway was imoroved and the [ide River was wider ed
ameiver fron Carwitz,

b
o]

The entrance to the luchiendamn Iock on the Berlin weterway was irprovedyss
4 of the vid lock was reroved., bBank Tacings on Zurg Strasse snd %
ngels Squsre were reopairsd, anc Uive Dridgs tnoroughferes vere cloared

debris.
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srel were capawle of surviying the water needed for Zi~hour service of the lcoks.
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[ lCumment, Inforration on an agreement, dated 6 February 1953,
which was made between East Gerrany and Poland on navigation and

sxploitation and maintenance of waters in
mreviously,

the border area was submitted

@

The Schwedt lock was orened to traffic on 21 Aprii 1953.

»

ween river kilometer rarker 70.63

at Heegermuehle lock and river kllometer marker $9.27 at Ilepe wes opened

to uavigation in late 1952,
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